
While Interfaith Sanctuary Operations Director, Dan Ault, was giving a 

shelter tour to the Wells Fargo Boise Green Team in late 2012, he  

longingly spoke of the garden that Interfaith Sanctuary once had. That 

was all it took for the Green Team to come away inspired, discussing 

ways to make another garden that would hopefully be even better, and 

ultimately deciding that this project would be perfect as the team’s 

spring (Earth Day 2013) volunteer event! 

The Wells Fargo Green Team aspires to “create an environmentally 

conscious culture that engages and inspires social responsibility in the 

community and for fellow team members.” The team hoped to bring 

beauty and green life to Interfaith Sanctuary’s shelter for guests to  

enjoy. They also wanted to create something the shelter’s children could 

appreciate – playing in the dirt and watching the plants grow, flourish, 

and turn into something to eat!  

A great deal of coordination went into the project. Working closely with 

Interfaith Sanctuary and Wells Fargo team up to 

plant a garden and uplift hearts 

Interfaith Sanctuary staff, project leads made decisions on 

what and when to plant. In the meantime, children in 

Sanctuary’s Energizing Minds Program planted seeds in 

anticipation of the upcoming event. On April 20, team 

members brought the garden to life with an initial  

planting. They followed up with a second planting in late 

May to fill-in the beds with additional flowers and  

vegetables. 

Team member Rich Williams secured a myriad of partner 

donations, which helped make the event a success. 

Thanks to: Edwards Nursery for plants and seeds; Home 

Depot and Zamzows for gift cards; Sherwin Williams for 

exterior paint; Cloverdale Nursery for topsoil; the Boyers 

for compost; Tripl T Services for rebuilding the sprinkler 

system; and Boise City Parks and Recreation for mulch. 

According to Dan Ault, Sanctuary guests truly have been 

uplifted to see the plants and flowers at the front door as 

they return each night for shelter. Thanks to the Wells 

Fargo Boise Green Team for helping Interfaith Sanctuary 

to grow green! 

 

Reaping the rewards of gardening: Shelter children have fun 
posing with the kale, squash, and other delectable treats growing 
in Interfaith Sanctuary’s garden. 
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Growing Green Together 

FALL NEWSLETTER 2013 

The fabulous Green Team:  Leanndra and Jeremy Boyer, Steve Burton, Angela and 
Nic Schrammeck, Aly Ault  with children Ava and Ryder, Leigha and Cameron 
Wilcock, Kirk Morishita, Heidi Barker, Rich Williams, Matt and Billy Wolfe, Joanie 
and Alexis Coker, Austin Allen, Alana Ibe, Meg Bengochea, Aaron Howard, Peggy 
Nelson, Fred Webb, Mae Peterson, and Joanie Jenson, along with Interfaith 
Sanctuary staff Dan Ault and Buzz Garcia, and Board Member Trudy Cressy. 
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A bit about Sanctuary... 
 Interfaith Sanctuary offers a bed and a meal for up to 160 men,      

women, and children each night, providing a total of 55,000+ bed 

nights each year.  

 Our shelter includes accommodations for families with  

children, and we never turn away a family in need. We are often able 

to offer services to underserved populations that are unable to find 

shelter elsewhere. 

 Our Supportive Services Program is designed to promote  

well-being and self-sufficiency, through case management,  

disability support, family strengthening, and assistance with  

permanent housing acquisition. 

 Interfaith Sanctuary relies heavily on volunteer support in  

order to fulfill our mission. In 2012, Sanctuary volunteers  

performed 5,000 volunteer hours working alongside shelter staff.  

 More about Interfaith Sanctuary, including our annual report, 

is available on our website at www.interfaithsanctuary.org.  

Many people don’t realize that a number of our  

shelter guests are hard at work, trying to make a  

living for themselves and their families, while  

residing at our shelter.  

For some, this means waiting and 

hoping each day for daily labor 

jobs with Labor Max. One of our 

guests obtained landscaping, 

painting and irrigation work after 

responding to an ad in the paper; 

another works in ad sales at All 

American Publishing, a second 

chance employer. One shelter 

guest works in building  

maintenance from 8:00pm—

2:30am and then gets up with the other guests at 

6:00am to prepare to leave for the day. Another has 

done well in setting up a mobile bicycle repair busi-

ness. Still other guests are students with aspirations 

in welding, computer repair, and even law.    

These enterprising folks overcome incredible  

obstacles to get to work or school each day.  

Fortunately, with help from Interfaith Sanctuary and 

a number of program partners, guests are getting the 

help they need to help themselves.  

A grant from the Idaho Episcopal Foundation  

funded the purchase of work boots and gloves for 

many of our working guests. With boots and gloves, 

our guests could pursue day labor jobs, where these 

items are a mandated requirement. One worker  

replaced worn out shoes with work boots that  

offered some padding for his new 

job on the production line of Usful 

Glassworks, an employment  

training program that partners with 

Interfaith Sanctuary. Other workers 

have purchased nonslip shoes for 

work at fast food restaurants.  

Additional funding from the grant 

has covered transportation costs of 

riding the bus, so these folks can 

reliably get to work. 

Other support comes from  

Cathedral of the Rockies First United Methodist 

Church, which provides pre-made lunch sacks to 

guests for an entire week of work. The lunches are 

shelf-stable, nutritious-yet-portable meals containing 

items such as tuna salad, sausages, applesauce or 

fruit cups, raisins and granola bars. A volunteer  

delivers the lunches each week, and working guests 

pick them up each day as they leave the shelter. 

Since Sanctuary has no kitchen area for guests to 

prepare a lunch, this has been a great help to those 

heading off to work each morning.  

A big thank you to Idaho Episcopal Foundation 

and Cathedral of the Rockies for your caring and 

compassionate support! 

Interfaith Sanctuary is a 

collaboration of people of 

faith and people of  

conscience who have 

joined together to shelter 

and serve individuals 

experiencing  

homelessness. Sanctuary 

provides overnight shelter 

for men, women, and 

children, and provides 

supportive services that 

promote greater  

self-sufficiency, improved 

well-being, and  

permanent housing  

acquisition. We recognize 

the dignity of each person 

and therefore offer our 

services in an accepting 

and respectful manner. 

Sanctuary Guests Head to Work with the  
Community Behind them 

SANCTUARY PROGRAMS 
OUR MISSION 

CONTACT US 

We’d love to hear  

from you!  

Interfaith Sanctuary 
Shelter address: 
1620 W. River Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
208-343-2630 

Mailing address: 
P.O. Box 9334 
Boise, Idaho 83707 

Administrative/ 
Development Office: 
1020 W. Main St.  
Suite 100E 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
208-343-4160 

info@interfaithsanctuary.org 

 

Sanctuary’s “Be Well Sleep Well” grant, awarded by the Whittenberger 

Foundation, funded two new cribs for the shelter. This young guest is 

“Sleeping Well” thanks to this gift. 
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You probably won’t be surprised to learn that 

Interfaith Sanctuary has a “Superhero” on staff. 

Abel Grimaldo, Interfaith Sanctuary’s  

Supportive Service Director, recently received 

the 2013 “Superheroes of Mental Health” 

Award from the Boise chapter of the National 

Association on Mental Illness (NAMI). Abel 

was nominated for his compassionate outreach 

and work with adults and children with mental 

illness who are living in crisis at Interfaith 

Sanctuary’s homeless shelter.  

According to NAMI, there were many  

nominations for this year’s award, making the 

selection of this year’s recipient a difficult one. 

Abel was honored to receive this award from 

presenters Boise Police Chief Michael  

Masterson and Ada County Sheriff Gary 

 

Raney. The Chief and Sheriff also served as Co-chairs of the annual NAMIWalks,  

a one-day walk to raise awareness and funds for critically-needed programs that 

make a difference in the lives of people 

with mental illness, which took place on 

September 28. 

Being the Superhero that he is, Abel 

formed his own NAMIWalk team, “the 

Sanctuary Steppers,” to participate in  

the event.  

The Board and Staff of Interfaith  

Sanctuary are extremely proud and  

supportive of Abel and his work at the 

shelter with adults and children with  

mental illness. To us, and to the people 

he helps at Interfaith Sanctuary, he’s  

always been a “Superhero.” 

Many thanks to members of the Idaho 

Women’s Charitable Foundation (IWCF) 

for selecting Interfaith Sanctuary as one  

of eight community recipients of their 

2013 pooled grant awards. 

IWCF members contribute yearly dues to a 

pooled fund, and a committee of members 

researches, visits and nominates projects 

for a ballot of proposals from which IWCF 

members select. As the Foundation strives 

to select projects that will make a  

significant impact in our community, we 

are honored to receive this award.   

Our proposal requested funding to expand 

our supportive services program by hiring 

a second social worker. We are pleased to 

announce that Karen Morton has recently 

accepted this part-time position with  

Interfaith Sanctuary. Karen is a Boise State 

University graduate, earning both her 

Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Social 

Work. She has previously volunteered with 

many agencies in town, and says that  

Interfaith Sanctuary was one of those that 

made an impression. 

Karen has already found that every day at 

Interfaith Sanctuary is different. Here’s 

what she had to say about her first months 

on the job: 

“As I’ve been assisting guests with finding 

housing, employment, and various other 

resources, I have met wonderful  

people who work at agencies  

throughout Southwest Idaho, and I have 

learned of many resources available in  

our community. I recently worked with a 

guest on obtaining medical supplies, and 

in the process met a very generous  

community member who drove from  

Nampa to help our guest.  

It’s great to find resources for our guests, 

meet new friends, and introduce the  

services of Interfaith Sanctuary to others 

in the community. One thing I’ve quickly 

learned is that even with the number of 

housing services in our community, there 

is still an enormous need for affordable 

and permanent housing.” 

Interfaith Sanctuary Has Its Own Superhero 
AT THE SHELTER 

PART-TIME SOCIAL WORKER EXPANDS  

SUPPORTIVE SERVICES AT SANCTUARY 

 .....................................    W E HA VE NEW  V I DEO S ON YO UTUB E!   

  W AT CH  “ F I N D I N G  S AN C T U AR Y ”  F OR AN  I N SI D E LO O K AT  

  T HE SH ELT ER AND  “ G AY L E ’ S  S TO RY ”  FOR  EX PER I EN C ES 

  OF A  FO R M ER  SH EL T ER GU EST  TH AT  

Find us at:  www.youtube.com/user/ InterFai thSanctuary   

Gayle is also available for speaking engagements. Request her as a program 

speaker by contacting info@interfaithsanctuary.org.  

http://www.youtube.com/user/InterFaithSanctuary
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We would love to recognize and acknowledge all our donors, but you are too many to list! 

So a HUGE collective thank you to all of you who have donated so generously to Interfaith 

Sanctuary this year. Your donations make a difference in the lives of the 160 men, women 

and children who each day have safe and secure shelter because of your gifts.  

In his opening remarks, Boise City Mayor Dave 

Bieter expressed appreciation for Interfaith 

Sanctuary’s partnership with the city, noting 

the importance of our role in meeting the needs 

of residents who are without shelter in our  

community.  

Featured program speaker Tami Masarik  

reflected on her experience as a Sanctuary  

volunteer. Tami has been a committed weekly 

volunteer since Sanctuary opened in 2005. 

From the beginning, Tami found she had a  

passion to serve those most in need. She knew 

she could make a contribution through  

volunteering at Sanctuary.  

Gayle Black offered a touching and insightful 

reflection on her experiences of homelessness 

and her joy at ultimately securing a home. 

(Find out about the video highlighting Gayle’s  

inspiring story, on page 3 of this newsletter.) 

Prior and after the program, guests mingled 

while viewing the Energizing Minds art show, 

featuring art work created by shelter children. 

Thanks to St. Mark’s for donating the luncheon 

space, to Life’s Kitchen, an Interfaith Sanctuary 

partner, for donating the soup (similar to the 

nutritious soups they prepare for our guests 

each weekday), and to Edwards Greenhouse for 

the floral centerpieces. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

TO THE  

AWARD WINNERS! 
 

DONOR OF THE YEAR:  

Lois Hatten, for her many years of  

steadfast and generous support.  

FOUNDATION OF THE YEAR:  

Four J Foundation, in memory and  

appreciation of the significant  

community commitment of  

Anna Margaret Jones, and for the  

foundation’s ongoing support.  

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR:  

Tami Masarik, for her dedicated and  

compassionate volunteerism  

since Sanctuary’s founding in 2005. 

FAITH-BASED  

ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR:  

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church,  

for their far-reaching ministry of group  

volunteerism, supply drives,  

in-kind contributions, and  

incomparable Thanksgiving Dinner.  

Annual Luncheon Honors Community Bonds 
Interfaith Sanctuary’s Annual Meeting and Appreciation Luncheon on May 7 brought together donors, volunteer leaders and 
community partners to review Sanctuary’s past year and recognize outstanding contributors to our work. This year’s event 
was hosted at St Mark’s Catholic Community.   

SANCTUARY COMMUNITY 

Volunteers from Faith-Based Organization of the 
Year, Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church. 
 

Donor of the Year Lois Hatten, with Father Steve 
Rukavina from St. Mark’s Catholic Community. 

Linda Bieker-Arkoosh  Burritt & Sally Boynton  Sherri Carlson  Howard Commers & Shannon Stevens-Commers  

Jack Donnelly  Rose Dvorak  Claire Dwyer  Steve Folkner  George Fortier  James & Helen Genetti 

Richard & Becky Groff  William Harloe  Harold & Sally Henderson  Rebekah Harvey 

Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church  Dennis Kalthoff  Ed & Martha Keener  Heather Knudsen  Anthony Marker 

James McNamara  Eric Nelson  Susan Nelson  Becky Newberry  Barry Oldfield  Matthew Romero 

Marcus Schlegel  Jayne Sorrels  Alison Squier & Greg Servheen  Kimberly Trehal 

A special thanks to Sanctuary’s monthly donors 
This fall we highlight the donors who support Interfaith Sanctuary with monthly contributions. These folks take action each and every month 
to offer valuable ongoing support. Regular monthly donations help sustain us throughout the year, with consistent support that offsets shelter 
expenses during times when other donations sometimes peak, and sometimes wane. Some of these donors write a check each month, and 
others donate online via Network for Good, or through their employers’ matched giving programs. Please consider whether spreading your 
donations throughout the year might align with your personal philanthropic goals. 
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In honor and in memory…REMEMBERING 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND INDIVIDUALS 

When Phillip and Danielle Custer planned their wedding, in lieu of traditional wedding gifts 
they asked their guests to honor the event by donating to Interfaith Sanctuary. Phillip was  
familiar with Sanctuary through friends working with Corpus Christi House, where he learned 
that Sanctuary provides safe and secure nightly shelter. Phillip said it was the reality of the cold Boise winters that made him a donor.  

Phillip and Danielle were married on top of Table Rock, surrounded by friends and family, and  
surprised everyone when they hopped on mountain bikes (with Danielle wearing her wedding dress) 
and rode a rather steep grade down to The Bishop’s House for their wedding reception. Our best  
wishes to the happy couple — what an inspiration you are! 

Besides the Custers’ story, here are other examples of memorable giving: 

  In lieu of a traditional birthday gift, friends of volunteer Tami Masarik made a donation in her 
 name. They wrote: “Since she never wants “gifts” for herself, we have chosen to “gift” the people 
 Tami is most passionate about serving—the homeless. You have a strong advocate in Tami and we are 
 grateful she has opened our eyes to the needs of the homeless population.” 

  Board Member Andy Scoggin has taken a similar approach, asking his business contacts to forego 
 their usual fruit basket at the holidays and make a gift to Interfaith Sanctuary instead.  

  Other donors have made memorial gifts in remembrance of someone loved, as a meaningful  
 tribute to their lives. 

If you would like to honor a special event or person, or a loved one’s memory, simply designate your intention along with your donation, and 
provide a name and address for the recipient. We will send a special card to the recognized individual or their family, informing them of your gift. 
These enduring gifts of hope make a difference in the lives of people who most need it in our community. 

SANCTUARY GIVING   

And the construction 

continues…… 

Earlier this year we completed the men’s 

showers and ADA accessible unisex  

restroom/showers, along with other  

ongoing safety upgrades. Thanks to the 

building industry folks who contributed 

company products and their own time to 

provide these high-grade improvements. 

Now a new City of Boise Community  

Development Block Grant for facilities 

funding will help further the ongoing  

renovation at Sanctuary. Our plans for  

the next few months are to: 

Extend corridor walls to meet fire safety 

requirements 

Complete new family restroom facilities 

Create a new multi-fixture women’s  

restroom facility 

Enlarge piping and water lines to meet 

the needs of new restroom facilities 

Watch for email notices about upcoming 

events and shelter tours that will include 

construction kick-off, mid-construction 

review, and final celebration. To sign up 

for our email list, visit our homepage at 

interfaithsanctuary.org. 

The Happy Couple 

CALLING ALL DONORS…. 

NEW DONORS — DOUBLE MY GIFT $100,000 CHALLENGE IS ON! 
If you, your business, your house of worship, or the organizations you’re associated 

with have never made a financial donation to Interfaith Sanctuary, NOW is the time 

to donate. For every dollar up to $50,000 raised from NEW DONORS, The Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Boise will reduce Sanctuary’s outstanding building mortgage by 

the same amount. Hence the $100,000 Challenge! In offering this matching gift only 

to new donors, the Diocese is encouraging Interfaith Sanctuary to expand our base of 

supporters to sustain our future.  

Whether your NEW gift is large or small – it will make an immediate impact by 

providing safe shelter for anyone in our community experiencing homelessness right 

now. You’ll also ensure that Interfaith Sanctuary will be here for the foreseeable  

future to provide shelter when people are most in need.   

This challenge begins now and will continue until June 30, 2014.  
All you need to do is send in your first-ever donation to Interfaith  

Sanctuary in the provided envelope or donate online at 
www.interfaithsanctuary.org/donate 

 
 
 

We are grateful to our original lenders, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Boise and Idaho  

Housing and Finance Association. Their support facilitated the 2007 purchase of 1620 River 

Street and established Interfaith Sanctuary as a year-round emergency homeless shelter. Since 

that time Interfaith Sanctuary has provided 350,000 nights of shelter, keeping countless men, 

women and children in our community safe and secure while in the throes of homelessness. 

ALREADY A DONOR? — Now is a great time to make your tax-deductible donation. 

Interfaith Sanctuary receives only ten percent of its funding from the federal and local 

government. Most of our funding comes from individuals like you who believe in our 

work and believe in the hope of a better life for all members of our community.  

Mail your donation to Interfaith Sanctuary in the provided envelope  
or donate online at www.interfaithsanctuary.org/donate 

http://www.interfaithsanctuary.org/donate
http://www.interfaithsanctuary.org/donate


UPCOMING EVENTS  
at Interfaith Sanctuary 

Ongoing Volunteer Trainings 

Once a month (usually the fourth Saturday) alternate training sessions are held for either 
new or experienced volunteers. New volunteers receive an orientation and shelter tour, 
while experienced volunteers are provided specialized training in shelter operations or 
topics such as conflict resolution. Sign up for our e-newsletter (under the volunteer tab on 
our website) to receive notices about when these sessions are happening. 

Xtreme Holiday Xtravaganza Dates Set 

Watch for ticket info on our website for Interfaith Sanctuary’s annual fundraiser, the 
Xtreme Holiday Xtravaganza with Curtis Stigers and friends. The dates of this year’s event, 
at the Egyptian Theatre in Downtown Boise, are Saturday, December 21 and Sunday,  
December 22. Ticket info should be released around mid-November.   

LARGE Ticket Items Needed For Auction 

Besides the amazing music at Interfaith Sanctuary’s annual fundraiser, the Xtreme Holiday 
Xtravaganza, the event also includes an incredible silent auction, for which we are seeking 
more large ticket items.  

Do you have a condo or home in Sun Valley, Maui or elsewhere to offer as an auction item? 
How about a horseback trip, a cruise, or other adventure experiences?   

If you have an auction item to offer, call Interfaith Sanctuary’s Development Director, 
Share Maack, at 343-4160, or email share@interfaithsanctuary.org. We’ll be gathering 
items from now through December 4.  

WANT TO CONNECT? 

INTERFAITH SANCTUARY IS  

YOUR COMMUNITY SHELTER 

 To schedule a tour, please call the  

Development Office at 343-4160. Tours 

are usually offered between 10am-4pm. 

 To volunteer, visit our website and  

select the “volunteer” tab for more info 

and a volunteer application. 

 For a list of commonly-needed items, 

find the Master Supply List on our  

website under the “donate” tab. 

Visit us online at: 

WWW.INTERFAITHSANCTUARY.ORG 

 

Interfaith Sanctuary 
Housing Services, Inc. 

P.O. Box 9334 
Boise, Idaho 83707 

This newsletter has been printed on FSC certified paper. 
Interfaith Sanctuary prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex/gender, family status, sexual orientation, veteran status, disability, or age.  


